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Welcome and Introductions 
Lawrence Jones, Ambler 
Gladys Jones, Ambler 
Scott Lefebvre, Ambler 
Marvin Sheldon, Ambler 
Nellie Cleveland, Ambler 
Delores Barr, Kiana 
Jim Stewart, Kiana 
Tanya Ballot, Selawik 
Andy Lee, Selawik 
Lena Armstrong,  
Chisana Hildreth, Kotzebue 
Jade Hill, Kotzebue 
Wilbur Howarth, Noorvik 

Linda Lee, Shungnak 
Evelyn Woods, Shungnak 
Roger Franklin, Shungnak 
Fritz Westlake, NAB  
Carol Schaeffer, Maniilaq 
Terri Walker, NWABSD 
Sandy Kowalski, NWABSD 
Brett Slaathaug, NWABSD 
Janice Hadley, NWABSD 
Perrian Windhausen, NWABSD 
China Kantner, NWABSD 
Elizabeth Ferguson, NWABSD

Community Risk Levels 
NWABSD reviewed current risk levels and at what level each site is operating at as of December 2: 

• June Nelson Elementary School, Kotzebue Middle/High School, and STAR are in RED – HIGH RISK 
operational zone due to the number of positive cases and case impact to community 

• Selawik school is in RED – HIGH RISK operational zone due to potential case impact to 
community and level of compliance to current mandates 

• All other sites are operating at YELLOW – MEDIUM RISK operational zone 

Practice Protocols Review 
In collaboration with ASAA and state and regional medical advisors, the NWABSD developed draft 
practice protocols for sports activities. The first day of basketball practice is set to start January 11, 2021 
for sites in YELLOW – MEDIUM RISK and GREEN – LOW RISK operational zones. Resources from ASAA 
include training material for coaches/students, COVID-19 waiver and release, and other educational 
materials. These protocols can be enhanced and strengthened on the District level. 
 
Protocols outline the group size, practice length, and other precautions by week. Masks, physical 
distancing, and sanitizing will occur at all times when possible.  
 
We are seeking feedback on our mitigation plans from the community, regional, and state leadership 
before practices begin. 

China Kantner 
District update every Friday morning on KOTZ radio after 11:30am 
-end of quarter on December 18, student and parents should be thinking about grades and completing 
missing assignments.  
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Questions, Suggestions, and Concerns 
• Are there any scheduled games? 

o There are general schedules being created, but there is nothing set in stone yet. Brett 
Slaathaug is meeting with Region 1 schools to discuss factors like healthcare guidance, 
vaccine roll-out, travel regulations, etc. 

• Are 8th graders allowed to join high school activities like they’ve done in the past? 
o Yes, the same option to allow 8th graders to opt-in high school activities is available 
o Upriver schools submitted application to create a co-op team, the State approved it  

• If someone tests positive, what is the quarantine period? 
o When one case appears in our village communities, the whole site is in red until it’s 

been determined safe to move back to yellow.  
• Are eligibility changes being considered? 

o ASAA waived eligibility requirements for the fall semester, but are reinstating 
requirements for spring semester 2021. Notable requirements: 

§ If a student does not pass at least five classes by the end of the semester, they 
cannot participate in activities for the entire next semester.  

§ GPA must be at least 2.0, but there is some flexibility to allow students time to 
raise their GPA. Students not meeting this requirement can still practice, but 
they cannot dress down or play in games. 

• Is this information about practice protocols shared with principals so ASCs can review? 
o It is still in a draft form. This information is sent to all ASCs, principals, tribal council and 

city council leaders so they have access to this already. Participants can share this with 
others as well and seek feedback. 

• Participants are feeling hopeful about the success of these activities for students. They are 
grateful for the thorough and thoughtful plans laid out, and happy to hear these plans were 
created with input from medical advisors. 

o Brett Slaathaug and Sandy Kowalski worked hard on creating this plan and collaborating 
with other schools, medical advisors, and coaches.  

• NWABSD encouraged participants to remain diligent and follow mandates to keep case count 
low enough for practices to proceed safely. 

Next Meeting 
 The next meeting will be on Wednesday, December 16, 2020 at 1:15 p.m. via teleconference.  
 
 
 


